
 

Testimony by Senator James Maroney 

Public Safety and Security Committee 

S.B.258 

March 10, 2022 

 

Co-chairs Osten and Horn, Ranking Members Champagne and Howard, and distinguished 

members of the Public Safety Committee.  

 

My name is James Maroney, and I represent the 14th State Senate District, which consists of 

Milford, Orange, West Haven, and Woodbridge. I want to thank the committee for raising S.B. 

258 AN ACT CONCERNING POLICE PATROL VEHICLES THAT REQUIRE 

DASHBOARD CAMERAS AND THE ACQUISITION OF A MINE-RESISTANT, 

AMBUSHPROTECTED VEHICLE., and I am here to testify in favor of the bill, as well as to 

suggest some modifications.   

 

Currently the Farmington Police Department is in possession of a decommissioned MRAP 

vehicle through the 1033 program, which allows local law enforcement agencies to procure 

surplus military equipment.  West Haven would like to obtain this vehicle from Farmington. 

Through the police accountability bill, departments are no longer allowed to procure “Controlled 

Equipment” through this program. However, it does allow for departments who possess 

equipment to petition the governor or DESPP to retain the equipment for relief or rescue efforts 

in the case of a natural disaster or for other public safety purposes. West Haven is a shoreline 

town, and as with most shoreline towns, experiences frequent flooding. In fact, the state provided 

West Haven with significant bonding funds to help elevate portions of Beach Street. The police 

and fire department seek to have this vehicle to use for rescue purposes in the event of flooding 

events or other natural disasters or extreme weather incidents. I believe that use is in line with the 

purposes for which the allowed uses for “controlled equipment” that was already in possession at 

the time of the passage of the bill.  

 

Further, I would recommend that the committee consider amending this bill to allow for other 

future requests to transfer “controlled equipment” that was already possessed at the time of the 

enactment of the Police Accountability Bill provided that such a transfer is approved by the 

POST Council. POST offers a wide representation of local police, state police, local officials, 

academics, and public members, and I believe that would enable them to thoroughly vet future 

requests to ensure that they are in line with the intent of the bill.  

 



 

Thank you for your consideration and I am happy to answer any questions. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

James Maroney 

State Senator, District 14 


